University of Dayton

eCommons
News Releases

Marketing and Communications

9-27-2001

UD 'Ethics and War' Expert Hopes Bush Uses
Prudence and International Court in U.S. Attack on
Terrorism
University of Dayton

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
Recommended Citation
University of Dayton, "UD 'Ethics and War' Expert Hopes Bush Uses Prudence and International Court in U.S. Attack on Terrorism"
(2001). News Releases. 10327.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/10327

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.

UNIVERSITY

o

Sept. 27 2001
Contact: Jim Pickering
pickering@udayton.edu

DAYTON

1850 .. 2000

NEWS RELEASE
(Editor's note: Joe Kunkel's ethics and modern war class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays from
noon to 1:15 p.m. Throughout the semester the class will be discussing ethical applications to
addressing the problem of terrorism. If a reporter or photographer would like to attend the
class, please call Jim Pickering at 229-3257.)
UD 'ETHICS AND WAR' EXPERT HOPES BUSH USES PRUDENCE
AND INTERNATIONAL COURT IN U.S. ATTACK ON TERRORISM
DAYTON, Ohio- Several days after the terrorist strikes on Sept. 11, a student in Joe
Kunkel's class declared that "all of the rules of war just went out the window." The University
of Dayton professor emeritus of philosophy "prays" George Bush doesn't share that sentiment.
"I'm frightened by the language the president has used," Kunkel said. "In our retaliation
efforts, I fear that many innocent people will suffer, just as innocent people and their families
have suffered in these terrorist attacks."
Since 1980 the veteran educator has taught an upper-level class titled ethics and modern
war. Students examine applied ethics focusing on the implications of power politics and
militarism. They study various ethical approaches used to evaluate wars, terrorism and
violence, and discuss alternatives to war.
"Frankly, some of the president's rhetoric has been shocking," Kunkel said. "He has said
things like 'Wanted Dead or Alive' and 'Either you're with us or you're against us'- sending a
very hostile message to the rest of the world. I don't think this is the right approach.
"I'm all for punishing those guilty of participating in these heinous acts," said Kunkel, a
co-founder of Concerned Philosophers for Peace, a nongovernmental organization of
philosophers who apply their craft to pressing current issues. "But I can't see us blowing up
Afghanistan, one of the poorest countries in the world, for someone who we may not even get.
Not through these means, anyway."
Kunkel said he fears the U.S., many of its people and leaders, are seeking vengeance
while forsaking justice. He implores his government to embrace "those moral, ethical and legal
principles" upon which the country was founded.
"Our government is saying it has evidence that Osama bin Laden is behind the
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attacks, but two of our greatest principles are innocent until proven guilty and the right to a fair
trial," Kunkel said.
"The United States has the power to invade Afghanistan and to order the ruling Taliban
to release bin Laden, a former war hero," Kunkel continued. "If we want these government
bodies to cooperate, as Serbia did with bring Slobodan Milosevic to justice, we have to think of
a court that is outside of the United States."
Kunkel would like to see a global effort to bring terrorists to justice, by means of an
international court similar to a forum used in Nuremberg following WWII, when Nazi officers
were tried for their crimes against humanity.
"I would like to see us take the high road," he said. "We're the lone superpower in the
world, and if we don't preserve a standard of ethics, who will?"
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For media interviews, contact Joe Kunkel at (937) 229-1471 or via e-mail at
joseph.kunkel@notes.udayton.edu.

